Chapter XV

SEPTEMBER  l8  (SUNDAY)

VINCENT SHEEAN had come to town the evening before with his
wife and with Halton of the Toronto Daily Star. They were going
off to the border and invited me to come along. First we went to
Eger, where the putsch had ended in a battle with tanks and
machine-guns. Policemen had blocked off the streets on which the
fighting had taken place, but we were allowed to walk along the
block and look at the Hotel Victoria and the Hotel Wenzel, which
had been the scene of the battle. Now, both were empty and under
guard.

" Hauptstell der Sudeten deutsche Partei S P " read the legend
in printed white letters over the first floor of the now devastated
Victoria Hotel. The doors were smashed, the windows on the
ground floor were shattered. The police had been informed that
inside the Victoria and the Wenzel were stores of arms. They
had come to investigate and were met by volleys of shots. With a
tank and hand-grenades they routed the Henleinists and took
possession of the Victoria.

At the Wenzel the police were met by machine-gun fire from
the cellar. Six policemen were killed. But the Czechs fought on
and soon captured the place. The Henleinists fled through an
underground tunnel which they had dug and of which the police
were ignorant. They caught one Henleinist and imprisoned him.
Now both hotels were deserted and the scars of battle showed in
broken brick and shattered glass.

Here, too, not only Henlein, but Hitler had suffered a devastating
defeat. It had been so in Austria too. The putsch there had failed,
though it cost Chancellor Dolfuss his life. Hitler waited for a
chance to avenge the defeat. In March, 1938, he swooped down
on Austria and made it part of the Reich.

What would happen in the Sudetenland now? Hitler's defeat
here, if allowed to go unavenged, might have disastrous conse-
W.L.A.                               225